A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
her guilty; Cranmer, the Archbishop—whose career she had
made, for he was her creature—declared null and void the
very marriage between Henry and Anne which he had himself
consecrated three years before; and on May 19, 1536, Anne
was beheaded in the Tower. Henry married Jane Seymour
immediately after.
The Seymours. Jane Seymour's father was a country
gentleman with a manor-house on the southern edge of Saver-
nake Forest (Wolf Hall), in Wiltshire. He was known at
court, and Henry would visit his country house sometimes
when hunting. His two eldest sons, who were energetic men,
were already at court; Edward, the elder, was now not far
from thirty, and Thomas, Es younger brother, was with him.
These two young men saw an opportunity in the attraction
which their sister (who had for some time been a maid of
honour) exercised over Henry. They were later to use this
attraction to great purpose. Jane Seymour bore Henry a son, who
was later to be the boy-King Edward VI, on October 12,1537.
But she died as the result of the birth. Here was a male lieff
at last, about whose legitimacy there could be no question,
and this advent of the little Prince was to give the Seymours a
special position at court.
The Dissolution of the Smaller Monasteries. Just after
the execution of Anne Boleyn and the rise of the Seymours
came that capital event in English history known as the dis-
solution of the monasteries, though the long-drawn-out action
included a much wider loot than that of the religious houses,
for there were also confiscated hospitals and guilds, schools
and corporate property of every kind, before the thing was
over. Even the colleges of Oxford and Cambridge only narrowly
escaped—had King Henry lived a few weeks longer they would
have gone the way of the rest, for the proposal to dissolve
them was already drawn up when he died.
The idea of dissolving a monastery had been familiar for a
long time past; by licence from the Pope a corporation of this
kind might be suppressed by Government, the monks put
into other houses, and the endowment of the place used for
some other purpose similar to that which it had hitherto served
—as, for instance, amalgamation with other monasteries or the
founding of a college. We have seen that many small monas-
teries were thus dissolved with Papal licence by Wolsey for

